Sunday 31 January 2021
Online Evensong for Candlemas
A shortened form of Evensong from University College, Oxford
A warm welcome to our service this week.
Thank you for joining us from wherever you may be.
We also welcome as our preacher the Revd Philippa White, who is Precentor at
Christ Church Cathedral.
The full text of the service is found in this pdf file that you have downloaded from
our Online Evensong page. An audio-recording of the full service is on the page
where you found the link to this text.
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WORDS OF WELCOME

INTROIT
Nunc Dimittis
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word,
for mine eyes have seen thy salvation
which thou hast openly prepared before the face of all people.
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and a glory for thy people Israel.
Words: Luke 2.29-32
Music: Amy Beach (1867-1944)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen.
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VERSICLES AND RESPONSES
O Lord, open thou our lips.
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord's Name be praised.
PSALM 24
The earth is the Lord’s, and all that therein is *
the compass of the world, and they that dwell therein.
For he hath founded it upon the seas *
and prepared it upon the floods.
Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord *
or who shall rise up in his holy place?
Even he that hath clean hands, and a pure heart *
and that hath not lift up his mind unto vanity,
nor sworn to deceive his neighbour.
He shall receive the blessing from the Lord *
and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
This is the generation of them that seek him *
even of them that seek thy face, O Jacob.
Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors *
and the King of glory shall come in.
Who is the King of glory *
it is the Lord strong and mighty, even the Lord mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors *
and the King of glory shall come in.
Who is the King of glory *
even the Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.
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THE LESSON
From the New Testament
Luke 2.22-40

And when the days of their purification according to the law of Moses were
accomplished, Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to Jerusalem, to present him to the
Lord; (as it is written in the law of the Lord, every male that openeth the womb
shall be called holy to the Lord;) and to offer a sacrifice according to that which is
said in the law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.
And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the
same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy
Ghost was upon him. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he
should not see death, before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came by the
Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for
him after the custom of the law, then took he him up in his arms, and blessed
God, and said,
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word:
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.
And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of him.
And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is
set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be
spoken against; (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.
And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Aser: she was of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven years from her
virginity; and she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which
departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night
and day. And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and
spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.
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And when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they
returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth.
And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace
of God was upon him.
NUNC DIMITTIS
The Song of Simeon
Luke 2.29-32
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:
according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation;
Which thou hast prepared:
before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.
Music: Philip Moore (b. 1943), Tonus Peregrinus in faburden

SERMON
The Revd Philippa White
Precentor, Christ Church Cathedral
PRAYERS
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THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY
Almighty and ever-living God,
we humbly beseech thy majesty,
that, as thy only-begotten Son
was this day presented in the Temple,
in substance of our flesh,
so we may be presented unto thee
with pure and clean hearts,
by thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
THE COLLECT FOR PEACE
O God, from whom all holy desires,
all good counsels, and all just works do proceed:
Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give
that both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments,
and also that by thee we being defended
from the fear of our enemies
may pass our time in rest and quietness;
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
THE COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;
and by thy great mercy
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night;
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
INTERCESSIONS
Let us continue to pray for all whose lives are overturned by covid,
And the wider consequences of the pandemic …
… and let us pray for the College,
and for all its members and staff in every kind of need:
Bless, O Lord, the work of this College,
And grant that love of neighbour and all sound learning
may here for ever flourish. Amen.
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HYMN
Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art.
Visit us with thy salvation;
enter every trembling heart.
Come, Almighty, to deliver,
let us all thy life receive.
Suddenly return, and never,
never more they temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.
Finish, then, thy new creation;
true and spotless let us be.
Let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee.
Changed from glory into glory,
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love and praise.
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88)
Music: Blaenwern, William Rowlands (1860-1937)

BLESSING
Christ the Son of God, born of Mary,
Fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will;
and the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

VOLUNTARY
Voluntary in G, Henry Heron (1738-1795)
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