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Sunday 8 November 2020 

Choral Evensong 
Remembrance Sunday 

 
Online Evensong from University College, Oxford 

 
 

A	warm	welcome	to	our	service	this	week.	
Thank	you	for	joining	us	from	wherever	you	may	be.	

	
 
The full text of the service is found in this pdf file that you have downloaded from our 
Online Evensong page. An audio-recording of the full service is on the page where you 
found the link to this text. 
 
Our preacher this week is the The Revd (Group Captain) Geoff Withers RAF, who is 
the Principal of the Armed Forces Chaplaincy Centre at the Defence Academy at 
Shrivenham.  
 
The Last Post and the Rouse are played by Harry Stuart. 
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WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ACT OF REMEMBRANCE 
	

	
Let us remember before God, 
and commend to his sure keeping: 

those who have died for their country in war; 
those whom we knew, and whose memory we treasure; 
and all who have lived and died 
in the service of others. 

 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,  
we will remember them.  
All: We will remember them. 
 
 
The Last Post is sounded 
 
 
Silence 
 
 
The Rouse is sounded 
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The choir sings: 
 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 
We will remember them. 
 
Music: Douglas Guest, They shall grow not old 
Text: Laurence Binyon, from the poem 'For the Fallen' 
 
 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Almighty and eternal God, 
from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted, 
either by death or life: 
Hear our prayers and thanksgivings 
for all whom we remember this day; 
fulfil in them the purpose of your love; 
and bring us all, with them, to your eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
	
 
 
 

HYMN 
‘O God, our help in ages past’ 

 
O	God,	our	help	in	ages	past,	
		our	hope	for	years	to	come,	
our	shelter	from	the	stormy	blast,	
		and	our	eternal	home.	
	
Under	the	shadow	of	thy	throne	
		thy	saints	have	dwelt	secure;	
sufficient	is	thine	arm	alone,	
		and	our	defence	is	sure.		
Before	the	hills	in	order	stood,	
		or	earth	received	her	frame,	
from	everlasting	thou	art	God,	
		to	endless	years	the	same.	

A	thousand	ages	in	thy	sight	
		are	like	an	evening	gone;	
short	as	the	watch	that	ends	the	night	
		before	the	rising	sun.	
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Time,	like	an	ever-rolling	stream,	
		bears	all	its	sons	away;	
they	fly	forgotten,	as	a	dream	
		dies	at	the	opening	day.	

O	God,	our	help	in	ages	past,	
		our	hope	for	years	to	come,	
be	thou	our	guard	while	troubles	last,	
		and	our	eternal	home.	
	
Words:	Isaac	Watts	(1674-1748),	based	on	Psalm	90	
Music:	William	Croft	(1678-1727)?	
 
	
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God: 
 
O God, our Father, 
we have sinned against thee 
in thought, word, and deed: 
we have not loved thee with all our heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
Have mercy upon us, we beseech thee; 
cleanse us from our sins; 
and help us to overcome our faults; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
May the Almighty and merciful Lord 
grant unto you pardon and remission of all your sins, 
time for amendment of life, 
and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 
As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those that trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
For ever and ever. Amen. 
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VERSICLES AND RESPONSES 
 
O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord's Name be praised. 
 
 

PSALM 70 
 
Haste thee, O God, to deliver me * 
 make haste to help me, O Lord. 
  Let them be ashamed and confounded that seek after my soul * 
 let them be turned backward and put to confusion that wish me evil. 
  Let them for their reward be soon brought to shame * 
 that cry over me, There, there. 
  But let all those that seek thee be joyful and glad in thee * 
 and let all such as delight in thy salvation say alway, The Lord be praised. 
  As for me, I am poor and in misery * 
 haste thee unto me, O God. 
  Thou art my helper, and my redeemer * 
 O Lord, make no long tarrying. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen. 
  
 

THE FIRST LESSON 
From the Old Testament 

Amos 5.18-24 
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Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day of the LORD? 
It is darkness, not light; as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; or 
went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. Is 
not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it?  
 
I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even 
though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; 
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. Take away 
from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. But let 
justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream. 
 
 
 

MAGNIFICAT 
The Song of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Luke 1.46-55 
 
My soul doth magnify the Lord: 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded: 
the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 
For behold, from henceforth: 
all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: 
and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him: 
throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm: 
he hath scattered the proud 
in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
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and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy: 
hath holpen his servant Israel: 
as he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen. 
 
Setting: Sarah Macdonald, Selwyn Service 
 
 
 

THE SECOND LESSON 
From the New Testament 

Matthew 25.1-13 
 

 

 
 
 

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their 
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were 
wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took 
flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became 
drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 
The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 
But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better 
go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding 
banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, 
lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake 
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.  
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NUNC DIMITTIS 
The Song of Simeon 

Luke 2.29-32 
 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: 
according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation; 
Which thou hast prepared: 
before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen. 
 
Setting: Sarah Macdonald, Selwyn Service 
 
 
 

THE APOSTLES' CREED 
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 
  Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
  Born of the Virgin Mary, 
  Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  Was crucified, dead, and buried: 
  He descended into hell; 
  The third day he rose again from the dead; 
  He ascended into heaven, 
  And sitteth on the right hand 
  of God the Father Almighty; 
  From thence he shall come to judge 
  the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
  The holy Catholic Church; 
  The Communion of Saints; 
  The Forgiveness of sins; 
  The Resurrection of the body, 
  And the Life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray. 
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Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
Our Father, which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive them that trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 
 
O Lord, save the Queen. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 
Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 
O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 
 
Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, 
but only thou, O God. 
 
O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
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THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
 

Almighty	Father,	whose	will	is	to	restore	all	things	
in	your	beloved	Son,	the	King	of	all:	
Govern	the	hearts	and	minds	of	those	in	authority,	
and	bring	the	families	of	the	nations,	
divided	and	torn	apart	by	the	ravages	of	sin,	
to	be	subject	to	his	just	and	gentle	rule;	
who	is	alive	and	reigns	with	thee,	
in	the	unity	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	
one	God,	now	and	for	ever.	Amen.	

 
 

THE COLLECT FOR PEACE 
 
O God, from whom all holy desires, 
all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: 
Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts 
may be set to obey thy commandments, 
and also that by thee we being defended 
from the fear of our enemies 
may pass our time in rest and quietness; 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
 
 

THE COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 
and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; 
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
 

THE ANTHEM 
‘They are at rest’ 

	
They	are	at	rest;	
We	may	not	stir	the	heaven	of	their	repose	
By	rude	invoking	voice,	or	prayer	addrest	in	waywardness	to	those	
Who	in	the	mountain	grots	of	Eden	lie,	
And	hear	the	fourfold	river	as	it	murmurs	by.	
And	soothing	sounds	
Blend	with	the	neighbouring	waters	as	they	glide;	
Posted	along	the	haunted	garden's	bounds,	
Angelic	forms	abide,	
Echoing,	as	words	of	watch,	o'er	lawn	and	grove	
The	verses	of	that	hymn	which	Seraphs	chant	above.	
They	are	at	rest.	
	
Words:	John	Henry	Newman	(1801-1890)	
Music:	Edward	Elgar	(1857-1934)	
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THE SERMON 
Preacher: The Revd (Group Captain) Geoff Withers RAF 

 
	

A	PRAYER	FOR	THE	PEACE	OF	THE	WORLD	
	
Eternal	God,	in	whose	perfect	kingdom	
no	sword	is	drawn	but	the	sword	of	righteousness,	
no	strength	known	but	the	strength	of	love:	
we	pray	thee	so	mightily	to	shed	and	spread	abroad	thy	Spirit	
that	all	peoples	and	ranks	may	be	gathered	under	one	banner,	
of	the	Prince	of	Peace,	as	children	of	one	God	and	Father	of	all;	
to	whom	be	dominion	and	glory,	now	and	for	ever.	
	
Eric	Milner-White	(1884-1964)	
	
	

HYMN	
‘Thy	kingdom	come,	O	God’	

	
Thy	kingdom	come,	O	God,	
thy	rule,	O	Christ,	begin;	
break	with	thine	iron	rod	
the	tyrannies	of	sin.	
	
Where	is	thy	reign	of	peace	
and	purity	and	love?	
When	shall	all	hatred	cease,	
as	in	the	realms	above?	
	
When	comes	the	promised	time	
that	war	shall	be	no	more,	
and	lust,	oppression,	crime	
shall	flee	thy	face	before?	
	
We	pray	thee,	Lord,	arise,	
and	come	in	thy	great	might;	
revive	our	longing	eyes,	
which	languish	for	thy	sight.	
	
O'er	lands	both	near	and	far	
thick	darkness	broodeth	yet:	
arise,	O	Morning	Star,	
arise,	and	never	set!	
	
Words:	Lewis	Henley	(1824-1905)	
Music:	‘St	Cecilia’,	L.	G.	Hayne	(1836-83)	
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BLESSING 
 
God grant to the living, grace; to the departed, rest; 
to the nations of the world, concord and peace 
and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
 
 

VOLUNTARY 
Trio	Sonata	No	4,	1st	movement	

J	S	Bach	
 
 

 
 


